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MINISTER GENSCHER, GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN BOELLING, 
EOREIGN OEEICE SPOKESMAN VON PACHELBEL AND SEVERAL 
BUNDESTAG DEPUTIES HAVE JOINED THE DISCUSSION. END 
SUMMARY 

1. AT A PRESS CONFERENCE ON OCTOBER 16, GOVERNMENT 
SPOKESMAN KLAUS BOELLING QUOTED CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT 
AS HAVING SAID TO THE SPD ERAKTION THAT THE ACTIONS 

OE THE AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (IN OPPOSING 
MITBESTIMMUNG) WERE "NOT ESPECIALLY EORTUNATE." DIE 
WELT REPORTS THAT BOELLING INTERPRETED THE CHAN- 
CELLOR'S REMARKS TO MEAN THAT THE CHANCELLOR EOUND 
THE INITIATIVE OE THE CHAMBER OE COMMERCE COMING 
CLOSE TO INTEREERING IN THE INTERNAL AEFAIRS OF THE 
ERG. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION IF THE GOVERN- 
MENT SHARES THE OPINION OE DGB PRESIDENT VETTER THAT THE 
CHAMBER'S ACTIONS REPRESENTED AN INTEREERENCE IN 
GERMAN LEGISLATION, BOELLING SAID, "THE EEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT IN ANY CASE IS CONVINCED THAT THE CO- 
DETERMINATION REGULATION WHICH IT HAS PREPARED IS 
CONSTITUTIONAL." 

2. RESPONDING TO A QUESTION ON THE WENGLER STUDY, 
EOREIGN OEEICE SPOKESMAN VON PACHELBEL SAID, "I ONLY 
KNOW THAT IT IS IN THE CHANCELLOR'S OFEICE AND THAT 
IT HAS BEEN PASSED TO THE BUNDESTAG FRAKTIONEN. 
COMMENTING ON THE DIPLOMATIC ASPECTS OE THE MATTER, 

VON PACHELBEL SAID THE FOREIGN OFEICE HAS NEITHER BEEN 
CONTACTED NOR DOES IT EXPECT TO BE CONTACTED SINCE 
"WE CONSIDER IT (THE WENGLER STUDY) TO BE 

THE PRIVATE OPINION OF A PRIVATE INSTITUTION AND WE 
THEREEORE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT ANYONE WILL ASK THE 
EOREIGN OEEICE EOR A RESPONSE." VON PACHELBEL 
CONTINUED SAYING, "EOR US IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC ONE 
THING IS ABSOLUTELY 
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CLEAR, CONCLUDED TREATIES SHALL BE HONORED AND ADHERED 
TO. NO DOUBT HAS BEEN RAISED BY ANY SIDE THAT THIS 
PRINCIPLE COULD BE PUT INTO QUESTION." CON- 
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TINUED VON PACHELBEL, "IT ALSO SEEMS TO BE THE 
OPINION OE THE US GOVERNMENT, EOR WHICH I CANNOT SPEAK, 
BUT ACCORDING TO REPORTS PROM WASHINGTON TODAY, 
APPARENTLY THE US GOVERNMENT DOES NOT INTEND TO INTER- 
PERE IN AN ISSUE WHICH IS EXCLUSIVELY A RESPONSIBILITY 
OP THE CHAMBER OP COMMERCE." 

3. GENSCHER WAS ALSO DRAWN INTO THE ISSUE. DIE WELT 
QUOTES THE POREIGN MINISTER AS SAYING THAT A NEW 
CODETERMINATION LAW WOULD NOT LEAD TO WITHDRAWAL OF 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


CAPITAL FROM THE FRG. "I CANNOT IMAGINE ANY COUNTRY 
IN WHICH IT WOULD BE MORE PROEITABLE TO INVEST TODAY," 

HE SAID. GENSCHER REPORTEDLY LABELED THE CRITICISM 
AS OBJECTIVELY UNFOUNDED AND ADDED THAT "CRITICISM OE A 
PRIVATE GROUP MUST NOT LEAD TO CRITICISM OF A STATE 
CLOSELY AND AMICABLY ALLIED WITH US." 

4. SOUNDING SOMEWHAT LIKE VETTER, NORBERT BLUEM, CDU, 
REPORTEDLY LABELED THE CHAMBER'S ACTION AS 'INTOLERABLE 
INTERFERENCE." DR. FRIEDHELM FARTHMANN, SPD, LEADER 

OF THE DGB INSTITUTE EOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SCIENCE, 

SAID, "I EIND IT SCANDALOUS THAT A EOREIGN STATE, EVEN 
THE US, ATTEMPTS TO INFLUENCE THE INTERNAL POLITICAL 
PROCESSES WITH EXPERT OPINIONS AND STUDIES." 

5. COMMENT: THE HIGH LEVEL OF PUBLIC RESPONSE TO THE 
EEFORTS OF THE CHAMBER OE COMMERCE ILLUSTRATESTHE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF MITBESTIMMUNG TO GERMAN LEADERS AND 
THEIR SENSITIVITY TO PRESSURE WHILE THEY ARE 

TRYING TO MAKE DECISIONS ON ITS FUTURE. END COMMENT 
HILLENBRAND 
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